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In the Specification: 

Please substitute the following amended paragraph for the originally filed abstract. 

An isolated nucleic acid compris e s includes a degenerate variant of 
the nucleotide sequence of wild-type DKGR A having a GC content from 
about 55% to about 67%, and an isolated nucleic acid compris e s includes 
a degenerate variant of the nucleotide sequence of wild-type DKGR B having 
a GC content from about 56% to about 70%. A method of making a 
polypeptide, com p ris e s includes culturing an isolated cell having a nucleic 
acid degenerate variant of the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:1 having 
a GC content of from about 55% to about 67%, or of the nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID NO:3 having a GC content of from about 56% to about 
70%, and an expression vector therefor operably linked to an expression 
control sequence, wherein culturing is effected under conditions permitting 
expression of said nucleic acid so as to produce a polypeptide encoded 
thereby. 
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